
 

Greetings everyone, 

Hope all is well with you. 

Now that the temperatures are 

getting cooler, everyone should 

be in full fall swing! 

I am excited to report that we 

have our own Facebook page, 

Thank you to the Communica-

tions Committee. 

As usual, we are looking for 

members to be on our commit-

tees, please consider getting 

involved.  

I had the pleasure of attending 

the RN Labor Institute in Sep-

tember hosted by the ONA at 
the beautiful lodge at Geneva-on

-the-Lake. I gained an increased 

knowledge of leadership and 
communication skills. I met with 

the president of The American 

Federation of Teachers of which 

we are a member. I received a 

lot of valuable information to 

help support our bargaining 

team as we gear up next year 

for the contract campaign at  

Cleveland  Clinic Akron General 

which is up June of 2017. If you 

haven't already, remember to 

log onto the ONA Connect, it is 

your best source for valuable 

information and a great way to 

receive support from our fellow 

members and answers to any 

questions you may have.  

At the next district meeting 

where we will discuss the sub-
ject of accessing drug abuse, 

which is a growing problem 

within our community.  

In conclusion, as we all prepare 

for the upcoming holiday sea-

son, remember to take the time 

for yourselves to ensure health 

and wellbeing. 

In your service 

Marie Cinalli RN 

President 
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From Left to Right, your board of Directors: 

Marie Cinalli,, President; Marva Walker, Director; Deborah Baker, Secretary; Earl Blackstone, Vice President; Darren 

Stevenson, Director; Marlene Peoples Wetshtein, Treasurer; Debra Meredith, Director 

Not Pictured is Jeni Huth, Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Credits reflect monies collected by interest, dues, and 

members’ dinners. 

  Debits include awards, wages, rent, telephone, supplies 

and dinners.   

 This report reflects the district daily operations.  Funds 

reside in two banks and are invested in   long-term Certifi-

cates of Deposit, an interest-bearing money market ac-

count, and an interest-bearing checking account. 

   

Balance May 31, 2016                            $ 40,593.01 

Credits—June 2016                             +  3.355.28 

              July 2016                                +  3,402.38 

               August 2016                            +  4.447.67 

                                                                52,098.34 

Debits—June 2016                                  - 2,883.69 

              July 2016                                   - 3,445.99 

              August 2016                               - 3,165.81 

Balance August 31, 2016                       $ 42,602.85                    

              Marlene Peoples Wetshtein , Treasurer 

Treasurer’s Report 

given at health fairs, etc, was ques-

tioned.  Research with ONA and Million 

Hearts Initiative is being pursued by 

Suzanne Roach.. 

Darren Stevenson, chair, and 

the district Committee on 

Nominations, will  seek candidates for 

several positions for  the ballot which 

will be voted upon at the March Meet-

ing..  See Article elsewhere in the 

newsletter.  

Board of Directors Meeting Summary 

Capsules from Board of Directors 

Meetings of September and October 

$300 will be paid towards the 

attendance of Marie Cinalli and 

Deborah Baker at a PSNA Con-

ference in Geneva pending their sub-

mission of an article for the newslet-

ter reporting on this event. 

The question of liability for 

blood pressure screenings 
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Your Board of 

Directors 

represents the 

nurses of Summit 

and Portage 

counties in the 

classrooms and 

care settings. 

HELP US OUT.  

GET INVOLVED!  

            The possibility of the dis-

trict offering more scholarships or 

larger scholarships through the 

Ohio Nurses Foundation will be 

studied. 

Members and students are 

invited to attend Board 

meetings but should first 

call the office so seating 

and materials can be as-

sured. 



 The ONA Governance & Dues Task Force has continued to work throughout the summer with meetings at 

ONA headquarters in Columbus in June  and August  as well as a Conference Call in September.  The work of the Task 

Force and Recommendations have been captured in a a first draft report compiled by the Consultant and reviewed 

by the Task Force during the conference call on Sept . 20th.  Numerous content and editorial recommendations were 

provided by Task Force members at that time and the Consultant is currently in the process of incorporating the lat-

est comments and edits requested by the Task Force.  Draft #2 will be available for review and discussion by the Task 

Force in early October.   

 Anyone with questions or desiring more information is invited to contact Summit-Portage District Task Force 

members Davina Gosnell, Joyce Powell, &/or Connie Stopper.  Final recommendations of the Task Force will be sent 

to the ONA Board of Directors for their consideration and action. Any major changes in the structure and function of 

ONA would need approval of the ONA membership.  This would occur via voting on By-Laws changes & other such 

actions by the House of Delegates at the October, 2017 ONA Convention.  

 We will continue to keep you informed via District Dircction,  the Summit and Portage District newsletter and 

the ONA Ohio Nurses Review.  Anyone with questions or desiring more information is invited to contact Summit-

Portage District Task Force Members Davina Gosnell, Joyce Powell, or Connie Stopper.  

                                                                                                                                         Davina J. Gosnell 
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ONA GOVERNANCE & DUES TASK FORCE REPORT UPDATE 

Jeri Milstead Speaks at September District Meeting 

On September 28, members of Summit and Portage District, ONA met at Danny Boy’s on 

Tallmadge Circle for the Quarterly meeting.  Presenting that night on “You’re Already Involved….. 

(in the political process, that is)” was Jeri Milstead, PhD, RN, NEAAA-BC, FAAN.  Dr. Mistead is edi-

tor and senior author of Health Policy and Politics, 5th Edition and Handbook of Nursing Leader-

ship: Creative Skills for a Culture of Safety.  She retired in 2008 as Dean of the University of Toledo 

College and Nursing and is currently providing consultation on public policy, leadership, and educa-

tion.  Her presentation was entertaining as well as educational, as she told those present how she 

became involved. 
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Health Care Advocacy 

Legislative Update – Peggy Halter 

Well, we’ve just finished the spooky season of Halloween. Now we’re about to end an even more frightening chapter in the 

United States political system – the 2016 Presidential election. I’ve already cast my ballot and anxiously - both the ‘can’t 

wait’ and ‘boy am I nervous’ versions of anxiously - awaiting the results.  

On the local scene, the Ohio Nurses Association sent me four checks for legislators who are up for re-election. Campaign 

contributions were provided to Portage County representatives, Kathleen Clyde (D) and Sarah LaTourette (R), and Summit 

County representatives, Emilia Sykes (D) and Anthony DeVitis (R). Each of these legislators was knowledgeable about nurs-

ing issues and - to a greater and lesser degree - was supportive of them. 

At the state level, legislators will be returning to work during the lame duck session. The lame duck session refers to the 

period of time after the November 8 general election up until January 2, 2017 when the new 132nd General Assembly be-

gins. During that time interested parties will be scrambling to get previously introduced legislation passed before the clock 

runs out.  

Advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) in our state are interested parties in Ohio House Bill 216, the APRN Moderni-

zation Act. This bill seeks to eliminate barriers that impact APRN’s ability to practice, an ability that should be based on edu-

cation, training, certification, and legal scope of practice. One of the most significant barriers is a state law that requires 

APRNs to be supervised by physicians. This supervisory requirement undermines the legal scope of practice of these nurses. 

According to the United States Federal Trade Commission (2014) this is an unfair labor practice that allows one group of 

health care professionals to restrict market access by another competing group of health care professionals. 

So far, Ohio House Bill 216 has passed in the House of Representatives. We hope that it can make it through the Senate be-

fore the 131st General Assembly ends. If it does not pass, it will die. In that case, I have no doubt that the bill will be re-

introduced. Stay tuned for what happens (if anything) in the Senate. I know I’ve got my fingers crossed. 

  

ONA Advocacy Academy – June Adams 

On July 25, 2016, Warren Meredith and I were honored to be in the initial cohort of the ONA’s Advocacy Academy to be-

come legislative ambassadors. In a one-day session we discussed the legislative process, how a bill becomes a law, the role 

of lobbyists, and other facts such as term limits. We also learned how the ONA influences health policy. Finally, we reviewed 

the expectations and duties of legislative ambassadors including how to meet and stay connected with our appointed legis-

lator. The academy ended with a graduation ceremony.  

My first assignment was to meet my legislator, Ohio House Representative Emilia Sykes. Since I was a novice, the 

chair of Summit-Portage District’s Health Care and Advocacy Committee, Peggy Halter, agreed to join me. On August 31 we 

met Representative Sykes at the Courtyard Marriott in North Akron. 

During this first meeting we got to know one another. Ms. Sykes took an interest in my nursing career. We talked 

about how she ended up in politics, aside from the fact that both of her parents, Barbara and Vernon, are legislators. We 

discussed the committees Ms. Sykes sits on and the day-to-day experience of working in this special role. As the meeting 

concluded, she was both grateful and gracious when I provided her with an ONA campaign contribution.  

As a bonus, I also accompanied Peggy to meet two other local Representatives – Sarah LaTourette and Anthony 

DeVitis - who are running for re-election. It was fascinating to hear the perspectives of these candidates on issues important 

to nursing, such as the advanced practice legislation currently being addressed in this General Assembly. All in all, I enjoyed 

everyone with whom we met and am less intimidated to contact and meet with them in the future. 

                                                                                                                                                                          Continued on Page 5 
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                                                 Health Care Advocacy                                   Continued from Page 4 

Why did I become a legislative ambassador? I grew up in the 60s when we were taught to never discuss religion, 

money, or politics. Now I realize that talking about politics is a way I can to make this world a better place. Local issues such 

as the heroin epidemic, alarming infant mortality, lack of healthcare for the working poor, and disparities in education must 

be discussed and addressed.  

Why should nurses step up? Because we are smart and respected patient advocates. Our influence can be great 

since nurses are everywhere! We are in hospitals and clinics, schools, universities, prisons, and churches. In our spare time 

we are PTA members and serve on school boards. We are family members, neighbors, and friends to many. 

All the legislators with whom I met echoed a similar sentiment. Namely that we, as nurses, are the experts at what 

we do. Nurses, not physicians, legislators, or lobbyists, should speak for us. We need to actively engage in the political pro-

cess by bringing ideas, concerns, and opinions to the attention of legislators. We can even hold Senators and Representatives 

accountable by voting them in or out of office.   

We must stand up for ourselves as nurses and speak out for those who cannot speak for themselves. As the Rever-

end Martin Luther King, Jr. said, “Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.” It’s time for the 

voices of nurses to come together. Consider contacting the ONA and becoming a legislative ambassador and let your voice be 

heard! 

  Labor Institute Seminar 

This September  12th and 13th  other members of the our district and myself attended the RN labor  Institute seminar hosted 

by   ONA.   The meeting was held at the beautiful  Lodge at Geneva-on-the-Lake in Geneva , Ohio. 

There were many excellent speakers.  Some of the topics covered were risk management , the importance of membership in-

volvement, legal rights of union stewards,  and grievance handling. 

An awards dinner was held Saturday night at which, I'm proud to say, our own Doug Meredith ,  co-chair  of PSNA , received an 

award. The night ended with a special speaker , Randi Weingarten  president of the American Federation of teachers, who   

gave an inspirational speech .    

The board of PSNA was in attendance and received a lot of support and advice for the bargaining team, which we think is espe-

cially important due to the fact that  next year will be the first time since the Cleveland Clinic took ownership of Akron General  

that a new contract will be negotiated.  

In attendance were the present (Sally Morgan) and former (Paula Anderson) presidents of ONA.  I believe camaraderie was es-

tablished as we met with  nurses who work at other hospitals across the state as well as gained increased knowledge.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                             Marie Cinalli 
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District Election Time….  CALL FOR CANDIDATES 

Now that the Legislative and Judicial Elections are over with (Or will be by the time you get this), it is now time to elect the nurses 

who will guide the activities of Summit and Portage District for the next twelve months.  Please consider placing your names on 

the ballot.  We are looking for candidates for President, Treasurer, 2 Directors, 5 members of the Committee on Nominations, 

and approximately 33 delegates to the ONA Convention to be held in Columbus I  October 6-8, 2017.  Each term except for Nomi-

nating Committee and Delegate (they’re one year each) is for two years.   Please call the office 330-923-5792 or e-mail spdo-

na@juno.com if you are interested or if you have a name to suggest.  Consent forms must be completed to have a name placed 

on the ballot.  You may obtain them by contacting the office or they are available on the district’s web page  spdona.org 

In the past, the amount of early registration and an additional stipend is given to each delegate. 

  

Summit and Portage District, Ohio Nurses Association Quarterly Meeting 

Date:                             Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Time:                             6:00 p.m. Dinner with program to follow 

Title of the Program:  Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment (SBIRT) process for screening of alcohol  
                                                                                     and drug use 

Presenters:                                              Kathleen LaMarco, MA, OCPSI 

SBIRT Trainer, Mercy Health – Youngstown 

Behavioral Health Institute 

 

                                                                        Terri Grimmett, RN, CARN 

                                                         Manager, Ambulatory Addiction Services 

                                                                     Mercy Health - Youngstown 

 

 Location:                                    Roses Run Country Club, 2636 N. River Road, Stow 

 

Menu:                We will begin with salad and follow with a buffet featuring roast pork loin, grilled salmon, 

                            carrots, Roasted Red Skins, rolls with butter, coffee, iced or hot tea, or water.   

 

Cost:  $23 *** 

***Your Membership Dollars at Work.  The cost of each dinner has been reduced by $5.  Instead of the approximately $28 actual 

cost, your cost will be only $23 which includes gratuity and tip. 

Your check will serve as a Reservation and must be received in the office BEFORE NOON, Friday, November 11 

Summit and Portage District, ONA  140 Portage Trail  Suite 202, Cuyahoga Falls, OH  44221 


